
 
Minutes to be approved at the next meeting of the Committee. 

 
YORKSHIRE SWIMMING ASSOCIATION 

(President Mrs Mary McClung) 
SWIMMING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of Meeting held at John Charles Centre for Sport on Wednesday 23rd November 
2016 
 
2016.12 Persons Present: 
Gary Hill, Russ Barber, Roger Perrell, Rod Wardle, Terry Wilkinson, Barry Saunders, Judith 
Buck, David Parry, Regional Development Officer, (by invitation) 
 
2016.13 Apologies 
David Alexander, David Dickenson, Ian Law 
 
2016.14 Chairman 
Terry Wilkinson agreed to take the Chair for the Meeting 
 
2016.15 Minutes of previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the Meeting held 6th April 2016 were accepted as a true record.  
 
2016.16 Matters arising 

a) YSA Winter Competition 2016. Thanks were extended to Judith for her work on both 
the entries and processing at the Winter Competitions. There had been issues with 
the number of Spectators at the venue on the Saturday Morning of each weekend. 
This will be addressed in 2017 when the event schedule is published. 

b) It was agreed that we should hire a Sound System when we are using Leeds as the 
pool system is inadequate for our needs.    

 
2017.17 Championships 

a) Entries Administrator. It was agreed to approach Paul Wright who had accepted and 
processed entries for the ASA North East Region Masters to see if he was available 
to accept entries for the Yorkshire Championships 2017. (Post Meeting note – Paul 
has accepted the position and will also be processing results with the exception of the 
last weekend which will be done by Barry Saunders) 

b) Officials Co-ordinator. Ian Law had tendered his resignation from the position due to 
pressure of work. Roger had canvassed members and Radmilla (Sherrie) 
Gortschacher (Doncaster DARTES) had offered to take the post. Her offer was 
accepted. Terry would make the necessary arrangements regarding email addresses 
for the post upon receipt of contact details. (Post Meeting Note - this has been done – 
contact Sherrie on officialscoordinator@yorkshireswimming.org).     

 
2016.18 Winter Competition 2017 

a) The competition was scheduled to be held at Leeds over two weekends the 23rd/24th 

September & 30th September/1st October 2017 with the 12 & under swimmers 
competing on one weekend and the 13 & over swimmers on the other. 

b) The first weekend clashed with Long Established meets at Ponds Forge by City of 
Sheffield and Rotherham Metro. It was accepted that this had not been done 
deliberately. There was a possibility that a weekend had become available at 
Sheffield and Barry agreed to make the relevant enquires (Post Meeting Note – 
23rd/24th September cancelled at Leeds and 21st/22nd October booked at Sheffield)   

 
2016.19 Swimmer Development 

a) The Swimming Secretary produced a short list of swimmers who appeared to meet 
the criteria agreed by the Swimming Committee. Gary Hill pointed out that 3 had 
received Sports Aid Grants. The remainder would be paid immediately. 

 
2016.20 Coaches Day 

a) This was fixed for September 3rd at Leeds. Russ informed the meeting that planning 
was taking place.  

b) Jon Rudd to be approached to be the Headline Speaker. This may have to be revised 
due to the possibility that he may be taking up a post outside of England. 
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2016.21 National County Team Championships  

a) All swimmers invited to compete had accepted their invitation with the exception of 
one swimmer on a High Altitude Camp with British Swimming. 

b) Dan Cocking (City of Sheffield) had been the Head Coach assisted by Nick Mills 
(Kingston upon Hull) and Kevin Schofield (City of Leeds). Team Manager was 
Heather Robson (York City Baths Club) 

c) Yorkshire was victorious beating their nearest rivals, Lancashire, by 58 points. 
 
2016.22 English Programmes County Camps. 

a) England Programmes had decided to introduce a Regional & County Camp 
Programme to be rolled out Nationally in 2017. Yorkshire agreed to be part of the 
Scheme. Russ & Rob would be happy to assist where possible to ensure that the 
Planning and Delivery of the Camps be to a high standard. 

b) An exerpt of a PowerPoint Presentation was provided for the meeting setting out the 
basic principles of the County Programme. 

i. 24 - 11 year old swimmers to be selected against a set selection policy 
ii. Three one day camps in April, July & October. 
iii. £90 contribution from swimmers paid in advance to cover all three camps. 
iv. 4 lane pool, sports hall & Classroom required. 
v. I Head Coach and 4 skills Coaches to be appointed. 
vi. YSA Budget agreed as required  
vii. David Parry agreed to approach suitable venues and report back in due 

course( Post Meeting Note – Positive response received from Queen 
Ethelburga’s School at Thorpe Underwood) 

viii. Barry would keep the committee in the loop with progress. 
 
2016.23 A.O.B. 

a) Yorkshire Club Team Event 
City of Sheffield, City of Leeds & Doncaster DARTES intend to leave the Arena 
League (North East) in 2017 meaning that it will probably fold.  
Russ produced an outline proposal to create two Yorkshire League Galas instead. 
These would be held in the Summer and Winter and include a CPD opportunity for 
Coaches.  
More planning is required however the Committee agreed to the proposal in 
principle with a view to implementation in Autumn/Winter 2017.  
A budget for the event was agreed in principle. 

b) Yorkshire Records 
There appears to be some confusion as to if a Yorkshire Record can be claimed by 
a swimmer who is a member of a Yorkshire Club but swimming for a different club at 
the time. It was agreed to amend the YSA Handbook as follows:- 
RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR YORKSHIRE SWIMMING ASSOCIATION 
SWIMMING RECORDS 
2. ‘Records may be made by a swimmer training with a Yorkshire Club on a full time 
basis, and a Member of the Club, at the date of setting the record’. 

c) Coaches Grant Scheme 
It was felt that some Coaches were failing to up skill themselves because of the 
restrictive cost of Coaches Courses. Some candidates had previously been subject 
to a grant from the Region but this had been stopped. In order to alleviate the 
problem, and hopefully improve the standard of Coaching in our clubs, it was agreed 
to formulate a policy regarding grants to Coaches to be tabled at the next meeting.  
   

2016.24 Date of Next Meeting: 
The date of the next meeting would be set for the Spring of 2017. 
 
Barry J Saunders, Swimming Committee Secretary 


